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9 Summerhouse Lane
Thornwell
CHEPSTOW
Monmouthshire
NP16 5SP
6 May 2013
Mr D Wong
Development and Building Control Team
Monmouthshire County Council
Planning Section
New Market Hall
Priory Street
MONMOUTH
NP25 3XA
Dear Mr Wong
Re: Planning Application DC/2013/00121 Thornwell Primary School Extension
Summary of objections
1.
2.
3.
4.
The new school building is in too dominant a position as regards to my home
The new school is too high for a single storey building
The utilitarian factory unit style ‘design’ of the new build is out of keeping with the environment
There is no cost-benefit analysis to prove any educational added-value to the children being in a singlebuilding school, and hence no justification for its planned siting
5. No School Inspection has indicated that the children’s education has been adversely affected by being in a
separate building to justify the new build
6. The utilities are present on the original site for the replacement Infant School financed by the like-for-like
insurance monies and any additional finance used for improvements, including a covered walkway.
7. There was no consultation in the initial stages of planning such an ambitious building project, even though
the implications for the neighbourhood-stakeholders must have been realised
8. No proper survey has been undertaken to discover if there are Great Crested Newts in the pond, but a
preliminary study has shown only a below-average to average propensity to support them if they were
any
9. In its current position the pond will harbour mosquitos, midges and other blood-sucking insects very close
to the classrooms and play areas planned for the young children
10. The aspirations of the plan far exceed the budget available and the necessary cost cutting is at the
expense of the neighbour-stakeholders
11. There are too many inconsistencies and a lack of cohesive information made public about the whole
project, which gives cause for concern about hidden agendas, e.g. the building of low-cost housing on the
site of the original building and elsewhere on the school grounds; in other words, there is much more to
this than meets the eye and the phrase ‘thin edge of the wedge’ springs to mind.
12. The entire process raises questions as to whether the correct procedures have been strictly adhered to
throughout the entire process and where the ultimate responsibility lies.
With reference to the meeting at Thornwell Primary School on 22 nd April, none of my original objections were
dealt with and I would like to make the following observations to support further my objections to the design
and siting of the building and the procedures followed to date.
The design of the external aspects of the new build is, as you said, “functional”; I describe it as an ‘off-theshelf, utilitarian, multi-purpose industrial unit’. At a minimum height of 6 metres, which brings it to the height
of the eaves of my two-storey house, it can hardly be described as single storey: it is too high and out of
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keeping with the locality. The planning document describes the building as being ‘essentially single-storey’. By
my reckoning, so is St Paul’s Cathedral.
The unnecessarily close proximity of the ‘essentially single-storey’ building to our boundary will result in an
imposing, invasive and oppressive structure dominating both our garden and the outlook from our home: our
space will become claustrophobic and our Human Rights regarding peaceful enjoyment of our property, as
defined by the European Union Act, violated.
The insurance pay-out is to build a like-for-like replacement for the school which burnt down. As such, all the
utilities required for such a building are already in place on the original site. Obviously, it has been decided to
plan a new-build rather than a replacement school, even though no evidence has been provided to prove that
the original design of the school was flawed. The last ESTYN Inspection Report made no mention that the
children’s education was adversely affected by being in a separate building.
The internal design for the new build will have to include a separate hall, separate facilities for smaller children
and a separate staff room; there will not be freedom of movement of children between the infant section and
the junior section for Health &amp; Safety reasons, e.g. potential for bullying and accidental injury. To all intents
and purposes it will be as separate as it was originally designed to be, and the argument for a single building is,
therefore, flawed.
Once the decision to build such a large and dominating structure had been made, the neighbour-stakeholders
had a right to be consulted by the school and Authority and we should have been brought into the process at
that point. This would have allowed compromises to be agreed and a ‘win-win’ situation achieved with the
goodwill of the neighbour-stakeholders intact.
The available budget has been allocated to the construction of the new build and the internal design: the
economies have been made on the external aspect and siting of the building and it is this external aspect,
which is being imposed upon the neighbour-stakeholders, to which I object.
The emphasis on not being allowed to disturb the ‘wildlife area’ and pond is contradictory. The published
proposal for the new build clearly states that a survey undertaken by a local company found the potential for
sustaining the Great Crested Newt was below-average to average (0.5 – 0.59), and that there would be no
long term harm in moving the site. No Great Crested Newts were found. However, MCC decided not to
undertake a full survey of the area and agreed instead not to disturb the pond just in case there were any.
This then became a justification for siting the building so close to our homes and gardens; the architect
explained to me that the new build had to be sited as planned because of the newts.
The ‘screen dump’ below shows the locality of Great Crested Newts in the immediate area surrounding the
school (flagged A-E). As can be seen, there are none to be found within a rather large radius of the pond.
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Whilst fully supporting the creation of a wildlife area, the siting of it must be carefully considered; the
classrooms are to be centred round the wildlife haven, so the children’s play areas and classrooms will be in
close proximity to all the wildlife, including mosquitoes, midges and other blood-sucking insects. It is not
uncommon for people to suffer allergic reactions to bites requiring medication and it is likely this will also be
an issue for the children. I assume, therefore, that a formal Risk Assessment has been undertaken to ensure
that the school complies with its statutory obligation to protect the health and safety of the children in its
care. I look forward to this being made available to the parents of the children to ease any fears they may
have for their children’s health.
Global warming will result in climatic uncertainties and drug-resistant strains of malaria have recently been
reported in Asia. If the importance of leaving the pond undisturbed is a major reason for the planned siting of
the building, then it must not be filled in at a later date, whatever the reason; otherwise it will invalidate the
justification for the siting of the new build in the first place.
I think it is perfectly clear that one reason for siting the new-build as planned is that it is the least-cost option
for the authorities to achieve all their plans on a limited budget, with scant regard to the rights of the
neighbour-stakeholders. However, I have also read with interest the Design and Access Statement which
clearly states that “the school building is located centrally in the site …….. as far away from the boundaries as
possible”. Currently, this is not the centre of the school grounds indicating that the land occupied by the
temporary classrooms and some of the surrounding field will be otherwise occupied or sold. This raises the
question as to whether this land, in addition to the land at the front of the school, will be used for building
houses.
The costs of all the design work undertaken to date are sunk costs, hence any significant changes will have
immediate financial implications for the project. This seems to be a high risk strategy based on the apparent
unimportance attached to neighbourhood-stakeholder objections. Alternatively, this is the thin edge of the
wedge and the plan for the new school is an integral part of a bigger plan, which, if published as a whole,
would attract undesired attention. Thus, by splitting the main objective into a series of apparently separate
‘independent’ plans the main objective will be achieved.
I therefore object to the design of the building, the siting of the building, the reasons given for the siting of the
building and the entire process to date.
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Please acknowledge receipt of these comments and respond to these points with supporting evidence. I also
need to be informed of any developments of this proposal (and any other proposals integral to the overall
grand scheme) as a result of these objections.
Yours sincerely,
Richard Oliver
4
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