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PARISH
Ault Hucknall
__________________________________________________________________________
APPLICATION
Installation of new timber shed type kiosk to top of main entrance drive,
creation of new branch off access road to form new exit slip (adjacent to
the existing coach park) and new surface near to the visitor reception
building to form fire appliance turning area
LOCATION
Hardwick Hall Hardwick Hall Drive Hardwick Hall Park Chesterfield
APPLICANT
Mr Richard Lambert Hardwick Consultancy Hub Doe Lea
ChesterfieldDerbyshire S44 5QJ
APPLICATION NO. 14/00063/FUL
FILE NO. PP-03169188 H4208
CASE OFFICER
Mr Steve Phillipson
DATE RECEIVED 6th February 2014
_________________________________________________________________________
SITE
Hardwick New Hall is a Grade I listed building, whilst the Old Hall is both listed Grade I and a
Scheduled Ancient Monument, placing both buildings within the top 2% of listed structures in
England. The park and garden is registered Grade I and the stables block adjacent to the
south side of the halls is listed Grade II* in its own right. This assemblage of highly graded
historic assets represents a historic site of the highest quality in this country and of
international importance.
To the east side of the New Hall is the Wine Glass, a formal arrangement of tree planting
aligned on the east front of the house. It is recognized as one of the grandest pieces of 20th
century planting in any private park.
The stable block has been converted fairly recently into a new visitor centre. The main car
park has been created to the east side of the visitor centre and is accessed via a new 2 way
surfaced track which wraps around the bowl of the wine glass and then joins the main track
which runs between the two Halls. The main track access is one way with the entrance in
from Stainsby Gate and visitors then leave by turning left from the Wine Glass track to the
Hardwick Inn exit.
The site is also situated within the Hardwick and Rowthorne Conservation Area.
PROPOSAL
Installation of new timber shed type kiosk (similar to a small ticket kiosk) to top of main
entrance drive at the junction with the Wine Glass access and creation of new branch off
access road to form new exit slip (adjacent to the existing coach park) and new cellular
paving (planted with grass) surface near to the visitor reception building to form a fire
appliance turning area.
HISTORY (if relevant)
09/00298/FUL Conversion of existing buildings to provide new visitor facilities including
restaurant, shop and ancillary facilities, erection of visitors reception building, formation of
internal access drive and provision of replacement car park, erection of new boiler house and
storage building and repair of existing 'Boat House'. Approved.
CONSULTATIONS
DC Archaeology: Feels that the proposed new ground works are minimal in scope, and
unlikely to have any archaeological impact:
The proposed kiosk will sit on a slab foundation of only c250mm depth;
The proposed new section of exit road has been routed along the course of the previous
road, and will therefore avoid archaeological impacts;
The ‘grasscrete’ surface of the fire appliance turning area will require excavation typically
only in the region of 100mm.
I therefore recommend on balance that there is no need to place an archaeological
requirement on the applicant in this case. 13.03.14.
Conservation Manager: Verbally advised no objections.
English Heritage: No objections to the Kiosk. Considers that the proposal for the new branchoff access slip road will have minimal impact and should help traffic flow. Some concern about
possible verge damage on the proposed splitter island but EH conclude that this is an issue
for the Trust to consider.
More concern about the proposed Bodpave turning head for fire appliance vehicles. Notes the
justification for the turning head but EH draws attention to the failure of Bodpave in other parts
of the car park which have been subject to lesser weight requirements. Also concerned that
the presence of the hammer head would create an opportunity to extend the car parking
closer to the stable yard outside emergency use which would be undesirable. EH encourage
NT to consider prioritising emergency access from the north side of the Stable Yard instead
(off the established exit drive) keeping such vehicles on hard surface at all times and
removing the necessity for further intervention into the registered park area of the car park.
12.03.14.
Regeneration The proposals are supported from an Economic Development perspective and
should allow for the improved operation of this key visitor attraction. 12.03.14.
DCC Highways No objections 06.03.14.
Parish Council – No response.
Garden History Soc – No response.
PUBLICITY
Site notice posted. No representations received.
POLICY
Bolsover District Local Plan (BDLP)
GEN 1, GEN 2,
ENV3 - Development in the Countryside
CON 1 - Development in conservation areas
CON 10 - Development affecting the setting of listed buildings
CON 12 - Historic Parks, Gardens, Graveyards and Cemeteries
CON 13 - Archaeological Sites and Ancient Monuments
Other (specify)
National Planning Policy Framework
The Historic Environment Supplementary Planning Document (2006) Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990
S16(2) requires that special regard is had to the desirability of preserving a listed building or
its setting or any features of special architectural or historic features that it possesses.
S66(1) requires that in considering whether to grant planning permission for development
which affects a listed building or its setting, special regard is had to the desirability of
preserving the building or its setting or any features of architectural or historic interest which it
possesses.
S72(1) requires that in considering whether to grant planning permission for development
within a conservation area, special attention is paid to the desirability of preserving or
enhancing the character or appearance of that area.
ASSESSMENT
The sentry box style kiosk is a replacement for a very similar kiosk that was previously used.
There are no objections from consultees and it is considered that this aspect of the proposal
is not harmful to the setting of the listed buildings, registered park or the conservation area.
The proposed creation of a traffic splitter island and short section of exit branch road at the
coach park will help to guide exit traffic in the right direction rather than attempting to travel
back down the one way entrance drive in (despite signage). This should improve safety and
will not have a material effect on the setting of the listed buildings, registered park or the
conservation area.
The concerns expressed by English Heritage regarding the proposal for a Bodpave fire
service turning head are noted and their suggestion of using the old stable yard access
instead is considered to be sensible (it being a shorter route than around the wine glass). The
advice of EH has been put to the Trust who agree with EH. However the Fire Officer is
currently insisting on the provision of the turning area in the location proposed and so it is
appropriate to make a decision on the application as proposed (the NT has arranged a further
meeting with the Fire Officer and EH to explore the suggested alternative again and if the FO
agrees it may not be necessary to implement this element of the application).
Ultimately bodpave has already been approved elsewhere in the car park, the Conservation
Manager does not object (nor does EH formally object) and if the turning head is required for
safety reasons then it is necessary for the continued operation of the visitor facilities at
Hardwick Hall. The cultural and financial benefits (towards upkeep) to the heritage assets
resulting from the continued use of the visitor facilities is considered to far outweigh the
relatively minor harm to the park that the proposal will cause. It can be expected that it would
only have very occasional use so should not exhibit the wear evident on other parts of the
parking area.
Reduced safety risk to the public and to historic assets from fire is also a benefit.
Therefore it is considered that this aspect of the proposal accords with national and local
planning policy.
To reduce wear and visual impact a condition can be included preventing parking or use by
vehicles or use for pedestrian access on any part of the fire appliance turning area by any
vehicle except fire appliances.
The development is considered to preserve the setting and character and appearance of the
heritage assets individually and as a collection of assets.
Other Matters
Crime and Disorder: No significant issues
Equalities: No significant issues
Access for Disabled: No significant issues
Trees (Preservation and Planting): No significant issues
SSSI Impacts: N/A
Biodiversity: No significant issues
Human Rights: No significant issues
RECOMMENDATION
Approve
1. Start within 3 years
2. Once the fire appliance turning area hereby approved has been provided it shall only
be used by the fire service for its intended use and appropriate signage and measures
to prevent its use for pedestrian or vehicular access or for any form of parking (other
than by a fire appliance) shall be provided and thereafter maintained.
Reason. To reduce wear on the grass and the bodpave surface and to prevent an
extension of the car park towards the listed buildings, to reduce the visual impact of the
proposal and associates harm to the registered park and setting of the range of
heritage assets on this site, to ensure access is available to fire fighting appliances at
all times and to accord with policies GEN1, GEN2, CON1, CON10 and CON 12 of the
Bolsover District Local Plan.
_________________________________________________________________________
Officer
S. Phillipson
Endorsing Officer
C Doy
Determining Officer
T Ball
Date
14/04/14
Date 15/4/14
Date 15.04.14
(refusals/objections/
referrals to 3rd officer)
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