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In Kristeva‟s terms, the semiotic and the symbolic refer to two
interdependent aspects of language. The semiotic is defined as the
matriarchal aspect of language that shows the speaker‟s inner drives
and impulses. ... The speaker‟s speech is meaningful when both the
semiotic and the symbolic are together.
The semiotic, which is manifested in rhythm and tone, is
associated with the maternal body. The symbolic, on the
other hand, corresponds to grammar and syntax and is
associated with referential meaning. With this distinction,
Kristeva attempted to bring the “speaking body” back into
linguistics and philosophy.
According to Kristeva, the semiotic is the ‘real’ individual self that is
internally formed from natural desire and physical impulses/drives and
thus cannot be cannot be externally articulated- it can only be felt or
read through the body. Building upon Lacan, Kristeva notes that the
symbolic (or the symbolic order) is the structural system of language
that the child enters alongside the transition of Lacan’s mirror stage
(1936). Upon recognition of the self as a separate being in its mirror
image, the child adopts language as a means to identify the self and the
world around it. From this point language suppresses and separates the
self from its primal semiotic signification and develops its identity
through symbolic signification.
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