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Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
East Mill, Bridge Foot, Belper, Derbyshire DE56 1XH
Tel: 01773 881188 Fax: 01773 821826
e-mail: enquiries@derbyshirewt.co.uk
G J Clarke
Planning Services Manager
Bolsover District Council
Sherwood Lodge
Bolsover
Derbyshire
S44 6NF
For the attention of Steve Phillipson
8th August 2008
Your ref: 08/00483/OUTMAJ
Our ref: PlanCon179
Dear Steve,
Additional Information and/or Revised Plans
Proposed Residential Development, Land West of Crag Lane, Rear of 1A
to 23 Alfreton Road and off Thurgaton Way, Newton
Application No. 03/00483/OUT
Thank you for consulting the Trust with regard to the above planning
application.
I have read the ecology survey report produced by BBB Ecology Surveys and
have set out my comments below.
The survey work and report that has been completed appears to be generally
acceptable. The Trust supports the recommendations to carry out further
survey work for reptiles and badgers. If reptiles or badger setts are identified
as part of this survey work then it is recommended that suitable mitigation
strategies are developed to ensure that these species are fully considered as
part of any proposed development.
Planning Policy Statement PPS91 and its associated circular2 and guide to
good practice3 provides guidance in relation to biodiversity and the planning
process.
1
(2005). Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation. ODPM: London
(2005). Government Circular: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – Statutory Obligations And Their Impact
Within The Planning System. ODPM &amp; DEFRA: London
2
3
(2006). Planning for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation – A Guide to Good Practice. ODPM: London
Registered charity no. 222212
Company limited by guarantee no. 715675
Protecting Wildlife for the Future
Within the PPS9 Circular, guidance to determining Authorities is clear
regarding protected species, “It is essential that the presence or otherwise of
protected species, and the extent that they may be affected by the proposed
development, is established before planning permission is granted, otherwise
all relevant material considerations may not have been addressed in making
the decision. The need to ensure ecological surveys are carried out should
therefore only be left to coverage under planning conditions in exceptional
circumstances, with the result that the surveys are carried out after planning
permission has been granted”.
The Trust would advise the local authority that not all the adequate survey
work has been undertaken at this site to date.
One hedgerow has been identified on site. Hedgerows are a UK BAP priority
habitat of conservation concern. It is recommended that if planning permission
is granted for this development then a condition should be set to retain the
hedgerow, to plant additional native species to enhance it and to manage it
appropriately for wildlife benefit.
I hope these comments are useful. Please contact me if you require any
further information or clarification of the above.
Yours sincerely,
Katy Stiles MIEEM
On behalf of Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
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