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Paul Bunyan
Name
VOCABULARY
D
irections
1
The lumberjacks ate a big breakfast.
A
B
C
D
2
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4
fall heavily
start to melt
blow about
freeze solid
Here is a list of the main requirements.
A
B
C
D
6
things needed
things purchased
things stolen
things left over
The horse’s harness was expensive.
F food made from oats and hay
G pieces of metal nailed to an animal’s
hooves
H seat used by a person riding a horse
J straps linking an animal to a cart or plow
junk mail
friendly letter
public notice
private message
Tomorrow the snow will thaw.
A
B
C
D
5
people who work with trees
people who work with animals
people who work outdoors
people who work at night
You can post the announcement on
the board.
F
G
H
J
3
Find the word or words with the same meaning as the underlined word. Circle the letter
next to the answer.
7
Muffins are a special feature at
this bakery.
A
B
C
D
thing that stands out
thing that tastes good
thing that costs very little
thing that is unnatural
Be careful around untamed animals.
F
G
H
J
dangerous
large
wild
gentle
Common Core State Standards
Questions 2, 4–5: CCSS Language 4.b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of
a word (e.g., telegraph, photograph, autograph). Questions 1, 3, 6–7: CCSS Language 4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown
and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
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WORD ANALYSIS
D
OPTIONAL SUBTEST
irections
8
Find the word related to the underlined word. Circle the letter next to the answer.
She was a famous opera singer.
F
G
H
J
9
wringer
spring
sting
song
That train will depart from Track 12.
A
B
C
D
10
11
parting
depress
repair
depend
That structure may fall over in a
high wind.
A
B
C
D
12
strum
destruction
consume
capture
Please choose the one you like best.
F
G
H
J
chop
change
choice
cheat
That paragraph is a digression.
digit
progress
restive
illusion
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4
F
G
H
J
Common Core State Standards
Questions 8–12: CCSS Language 5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in
word meanings.
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Paul Bunyan
Name
COMPREHENSION
Paul Bunyan
Paul Bunyan was the most famous lumberjack ever to split a rail. His laugh was so loud
that people heard it miles away and thought it was a thunderstorm. When Paul got angry, his
eyes flashed sparks that lit up the sky. That was the lightning.
Babe the Blue Ox was Paul’s best friend. Babe stood out among the other oxen because
he was as blue as the ocean. He was bigger than any other ox in the West. When Babe
pawed up the ground to find food, he created the Grand Canyon. He could haul an entire
forest of logs to camp in one day’s work.
One day a train broke down on the tracks. There were hundreds of cars in the train. It
was easy for Paul and Babe to help. Paul just harnessed Babe to the engine and then yelled
“Git up!” Babe lowered his head and started forward. His mighty shoulders pulled the
engine forward. Soon the cars of the train were back in line. The passengers waved out the
windows to Babe and Paul as the train went by.
Paul Bunyan could eat enough for twelve men! Every morning, the cook scrambled
two dozen eggs. She fried two pounds of bacon and made a gallon of hot, black coffee.
Copyright &copy; by Savvas Learning Company LLC. All Rights Reserved.
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Paul finished it all in the wink of an eye.
One time, the boss hired Paul to dig a deep well. Paul dug faster than any man alive.
He tossed up tons of dirt behind him as he worked. Before he knew it, he was peeking clear
through to the other side of the Earth. The mounds of dirt he dug up are now called the
Rocky Mountains.
The cook liked to tell the story of Paul’s garden. Paul could grow vegetables in any kind
of soil. One year he grew so many peas that the cook told him she could never shell them
all. Paul Bunyan had a bright idea. He called for all the other lumberjacks and their girls to
come over. Everyone danced to the music of the fiddle and flute. Paul had spread the pea
pods all over the floor. The dancer’s feet made the pods pop open. By the time the party
ended, all the peas were shelled!
The boss called Paul and Babe in to help when the Alaskan Pipeline froze solid. Paul
breathed on the outside of the pipe. His breath was so hot that it melted through the ice right
away. Soon the oil was flowing through the pipe again.
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D
irections
What happened when Paul Bunyan
dug a well?
A
B
C
D
14
15
18
19
A The cook liked to tell the story of
Paul’s garden.
B Paul could grow vegetables in any kind
of soil.
C Paul Bunyan had a bright idea.
D The dancer’s feet made the pods pop
open.
16
Based on his actions, you can conclude
that Paul Bunyan was
F
G
H
J
gentle and quiet.
angry and violent.
strong and sad.
friendly and helpful.
They do not like to be around people.
They have huge appetites for food.
They are usually blue in color.
They are very strong.
Which detail shows that this story is
a tall tale?
F
G
H
J
They are strong.
They are able to dance.
They are good gardeners.
They eat a lot of eggs and bacon.
Read paragraph 6. Which statement is
a generalization?
What generalization can you make about
oxen based on this story?
A
B
C
D
He created the Rocky Mountains.
He created the Grand Canyon.
He built the Alaskan Pipeline.
He made a huge vegetable garden.
What generalization about lumberjacks
does this story support?
F
G
H
J
17
Babe was a strong ox.
One day a train broke down on the tracks.
Paul’s breath melted all the ice right away.
The boss hired Paul to dig a deep well.
Which generalization might you make
about many of the details of this story?
A They provide a realistic view of life in
the Old West.
B They are exaggerated for the sake
of humor.
C They make the story dull and lifeless.
D They prove that Paul Bunyan was a
real person.
20
Based on this story, which generalization
is not true of most tall tales?
F They are full of colorful,
improbable details.
G They feature people who are larger
than life.
H They are entertaining and funny.
J They tell about real people from history. Common Core State Standards
Questions 13–17, 19–20: CCSS Literature 1. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and
when drawing inferences from the text. Question 18: CCSS Literature 2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in
the text; summarize the text.
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13
Choose the item that best answers each question about the selection you just read.
Circle the letter next to the answer.
Paul Bunyan
Name
WRITTEN RESPONSE TO THE SELECTION
Look Back and Write Look back at the question on page 437. How
does this tall tale explain changes in nature? Provide evidence to support
your answer.
The information in the box below will help you remember what you should think about when you
write your composition.
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REMEMBER—YOU SHOULD

write about how the story explains changes in the natural world.

begin with a sentence that will grab the reader’s attention.

use precise and imaginative words to describe the changes and how they came about.

try to use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, and sentences.
Common Core State Standards
CCSS Writing 9.a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story
or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). (Also CCSS Literature 1.,
CCSS Literature 2., CCSS Writing 4., CCSS Writing 5., CCSS Writing 10., CCSS Language 1., CCSS Language 2.)
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