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BOLSOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL
MEMORANDUM
To:
Development Control Manager
Your Ref:
15/00602/DISCON
From:
Caroline McCaffrey
Environmental Health Officer
Our Ref:
Date: 11th December 2015
APPLICATION NO:PROPOSAL:
LOCATION:
APPLICANT:
15/00602/DISCON
Discharge of conditions 9 (coal mining risk
assessment), 10 (method statement for great crested
newts), 11 (landscape and ecology scheme) and 14
(gas risk assessment)
Land To The South East Of The Hideway Pasture
Lane Hilcote
Global Renewable Construction Limited
I write with respect to the above application and specifically with reference to the
discharge of Condition 14 (gas risk assessment).
Environmental Protection has reviewed the information submitted to support the
discharge of Condition 14, namely the Earth Environmental &amp; Geotechnical Report
‘Geotechnical &amp; Mining Site Investigation, Twin Yards Farm, Beristow Lane, Hilcote’
(dated November 2015; Ref: A0889/15; Version B.0). We would make the following
comments:
1. The characterisation of the gassing regime involved four rounds of gas
monitoring from five locations over a two and a half week period between 16th
October and 2nd November 2015. We appreciate the time constraints on this
project however the report should highlight the limitations of the existing
dataset including the very short monitoring period and the potential
implications this may have on the subsequent interpretation of the data.
2. All 4 gas monitoring rounds were undertaken in periods of steady atmospheric
pressure. Good practice guidance, including Ciria C659 states it is preferable
if at least one round of monitoring is undertaken under something
approaching worst case scenario (i.e. during falling atmospheric pressure and
in particular, weather conditions such as rainfall, frost and dry weather) .
Indeed, in suggesting monitoring frequency and periods for different scenarios
according to the potential for gas generation and the sensitivity of the
Document1
development guidance would suggest that at least two rounds are undertaken
in periods of low and falling atmospheric pressure.
3. Whilst we do not disagree with the conclusions drawn from the existing
dataset, we would query whether the installation of effective gas protection
measures is possible given the nature and intended purpose of the buildings
on site. From experience of dealing with similar sites we would have concerns
the buildings may contain service entries that are a significant size in relation
to the size of the building. In addition, the buildings are all relatively small
structures which it is envisaged would be accessed on an occasional basis
hence we would have some concerns regarding the accumulation of gases.
We note the drawings submitted in support of the original application
(15/00327/FUL) indicate the presence of vents in some of the buildings which
we assume relate to a passive ventilation system. However there is no detail
provided on what level of ventilation would be achieved by the system.
4. The Coal Authority comments of the 2nd December 2015 relating to the
investigations undertaken to locate the mine workings state ‘The Coal
Authority does not consider that the site investigations undertaken were so
adequate to definitively locate the shafts and disprove any risks from recorded
shallow mine workings’ hence it is possible that unrecorded preferential
pathways for the migration of gas may exist on site.
Given the above concerns, unfortunately at this time we cannot recommend
discharge of Condition 14 (15/00327/FUL). In order to facilitate the discharge of the
condition we would request additional information pertaining to the specific design of
the gas protection measures for the buildings and structures proposed at the Site.
We would seek reassurance from this additional information that the specific
measures proposed at the site would be adequate to prevent against the
accumulation of gases.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me on extension 7882.
Regards
Caroline McCaffrey
Environmental Health Officer
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